
The BCCAN website (www.bccan.org), 
the county’s most comprehensive and 
accessible directory for social ser-
vices, just added two new enhance-
ments to increase its relevance and 
usefulness. 
 
The Board, noting 
the lack of a central 
place for agencies to 
post, and the public 
to look for, jobs and 
volunteer opportuni-
ties specific to the social service field, 
directed these changes be made to 
the website. 
 
The new additions are available to any 
social service agency in the Beaver 
County area. We are hoping that 

agencies will find them useful addi-
tions and take advantage of the op-
portunity to list their openings and 
volunteer needs, and that the public 
will use the BCCAN site in their 
search for employment and when 

looking to volunteer 
their time. 
 
The new additions 
can be found on the 
right hand side of 
the web site home 

page. Click on Job Opportunities 
or Volunteers Needed to post an 
opening or to search for openings. 
 
Users are also encouraged to try the 
site’s Chat and Forum features to 
talk to others in the field. 

JenniferAntkowiak, the KDKA co-
anchor of the morning newscasts, will 
be the keynote speaker at the 2010 
Beaver County Women’s Conference, 
to be held on Saturday, March 13th.  
 

Jennifer will be arriving at 8AM when 
the doors open and registration begins. 
She will be available for a book signing 
of the books she has written including 
Caring Questions: Sensitive and Fun 
Conversation Starters for Caregivers 
and Take Care Tips: Taking Care of 
Yourself while You Are Taking Care of 
Others.   
 
Jennifer knows about care-giving. 

She’s a wife, mother of five, and step
-mother to one. Jennifer also knows 
how long-term illness can affect a 
family, as she provided care for her 
husband’s parents as they battled 
cancer. In addition, she experienced 
the tragic loss of her own mother at 
a young age. Jennifer’s experiences 
have fueled her passionate mission 
to help the world’s caregivers. In 
2006, Jennifer formed her own multi-
media company geared to provide 
information to help make life easier 
for busy women and their families.  
 

For more information visit BCCAN’s 
web site (www.bccan.org “Events”). 
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Good Shepherd Legal 
Foundation is a non-profit 

corporation which was 
formed by Attorney John A. 
D'Onofrio and is dedicated 
to providing complimentary 

legal services, through 
licensed attorneys, to 

families who have special 
needs children or directly to 

special needs individuals. 
 

The Foundation offers 
specialized planning 

including estate planning, 
Special Needs Trusts and  

Guardianships to the 
special needs individual 
and to the family of the 

special needs individual, all 
on a complimentary basis. 

“We unite 

community 
leaders 

through col-

laboration, 

networking 

and quality 

trainings to 

improve the 

organizations 

that positively 
impact Beaver 

County.” FREE ESTATE PLANNING FOR FAMILIES OF 

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

UPCOMING CAN TRAININGS  

 
The Beaver County Collaborative Action Network sponsors 

trainings for the benefit of the human service providers. The 
next training is: 
 
 

May 18, 2010:   Drug & Alcohol Issues And How  
   They Impact the Social Service Worker 
       Location:   CCBC Community Resource Library 
         Time:   9:00 AM ï 4:00 PM 

   
Continuing Education Credits are available for most disciplines but 
not MSWs. 
 

 

vidual. Under the Special Needs Trust, 

those assets would not be deemed 

countable assets for the purposes of 

eligibility for governmental benefits. 

 

How to Receive a Complimentary 
Special Needs Trust 
 
Good Shepherd Legal Foundation is a 

non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that is 

dedicated to maintaining quality of life 

for families of children with special 

needs. As such, Attorney John A. D'On-

ofrio, through his association with Good 

Shepherd Legal Foundation will draft a 

Special Needs Trust absolutely free of 
charge for any family that has a child 

with a "special need" - all you have to 
do is ask; there are no hidden costs.  

 

Attorney D'Onofrio will show you how, 

through proper planning, a child with 

special needs can receive monies 

through either an inheritance or a settle-

ment or judgment award, maintain a 

quality of life, and still remain eligible 

for public benefits such as Supplemen-

tal Security Income and Medicaid. Call: 

 

John A. D'Onofrio, Attorney 

500 Commerce Drive,  

Moon Twp, PA  15108 

Office:  412-893-2552. 

E-MAIL: jdlawyer@aol.com 

One of the most frequently asked ques-

tions by parents whose children have 

disabilities or chronic illnesses is "What is 

going to happen to my special child when 
I die or become incapacitated?"  

 
Parents need to be concerned with numer-

ous issues, including future financial plan-

ning, the orderly distribution of assets to 

the disabled child, the preservation of gov-

ernment benefits, and the appropriateness 

of residential placement.  

 

Parents should be encouraged to establish 

a "Special Needs Trust" to benefit their 

disabled child. The Special Needs Trust 

differs greatly from a typical Trust in that 

it is designed to leave benefits to and for 

the benefit of a person under a 

disability without impairing the person's 

continued eligibility for the receipt of 

governmental benefits based upon need 

such as Supplemental Security Income, 

Medicaid, subsidized housing or food 

stamps.  

 

Congress first ratified and confirmed their 

use in 1993. By creating an exception to 

the newly imposed ban on Medicaid 

Qualifying Trusts, under the Omnibus 

Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA-93), 

Congress provided for the creation of Spe-
cial Needs Trusts to hold assets for the 

benefit of a disabled or chronically ill indi-

If you would like to include 

your organizationôs upcom-

ing event, or share contact 

and meeting information, 

please email Victor Colonna 

at vcolonna@bccan.org. 
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