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BCCAN Board to Open Meetings to the Public
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Program of Beaver County At the May meeting of the CAN Board Gerard Mike (724-847-6225), or Co-

scean of Directors, it was decided that future ordinator Victor Colonna (724-775-
Address: P.0. Box 369 meetings of the Board would be open 6001) at least one week prior to the
Phone: (724) 775-6001 to the public. meeting to express their interest in
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Training Survey— Please help us decide on future train-
ing topics by going to our website (www.bccan.org) and
taking our training survey.
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http://www.beavercountycan.org
mailto:vcolonna@bccan.org

"“We unite
community
leaders
through col-
laboration,
networking
and quality
trainings to
improve the
organizations
that positively
impact Beaver
County.”

Good Shepherd Legal
Foundation is a non-profit
corporation which was
formed by Attorney John A.
D'Onofrio and is dedicated
to providing complimentary
legal services, through
licensed attorneys, to
families who have special
needs children or directly to
special needs individuals.

The Foundation offers
specialized planning
including estate planning,
Special Needs Trusts and
Guardianships to the
special needs individual
and to the family of the
special needs individual, all
on a complimentary basis.

www.goodshepherdlegalfoundation.org
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UPCOMING CAN TRAININGS

The Beaver County Collaborative Action Network
sponsors trainings for the benefit of the human
service providers. The next training is:

September 2010:

we are presently finalizing the topic of

the next CAN training. Topics being explored are Ethics Sur -
rounding End of Life Issues; Agency Use of Social Media; and
Gay, Leshian, Bisexual and Transgender Sensitivity Training

Survey - BCCAN is presently conducting a training
survey on our website. Please go to www.BCCAN.Org

to give us your opinion.

FREE ESTATE PLANNING FOR FAMILIES OF
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

One of the most frequently asked ques-
tions by parents whose children have
disabilities or chronic illnesses is "What is
going to happen to my special child when
1 die or become incapacitated?"

Parents need to be concerned with numer-
ous issues, including future financial plan-
ning, the orderly distribution of assets to
the disabled child, the preservation of gov-
ernment benefits, and the appropriateness
of residential placement.

Parents should be encouraged to establish
a "Special Needs Trust" to benefit their
disabled child. The Special Needs Trust
differs greatly from a typical Trust in that
it is designed to leave benefits to and for
the benefit of a person under a

disability without impairing the person's
continued eligibility for the receipt of
governmental benefits based upon need
such as Supplemental Security Income,
Medicaid, subsidized housing or food
stamps.

Congress first ratified and confirmed their
use irL %9C9§.mB_y creating an exception to
the newly imposed ban on Medicaid
Qualifying Trusts, under the Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA-93),
Congress provided for the creation of Spe-
cial Needs Trusts to hold assets for the
benefit of a disabled or chronically ill indi-

vidual. Under the Special Needs Trust,
those assets would not be deemed
countable assets for the purposes of
eligibility for governmental benefits.

How to Receive a Complimentary
Special Needs Trust

Good Shepherd Legal Foundation is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that is
dedicated to maintaining quality of life
for families of children with special
needs. As such, Attorney John A. D'On-
ofrio, through his association with Good
Shepherd Legal Foundation will draft a
Special Needs Trust absolutely free of
charge for any family that has a child
with a "special need" - all you have to
do is ask; there are no hidden costs.

Attorney D'Onofrio will show you how,
through proper planning, a child with
special needs can receive monies
through either an inheritance or a settle-
ment or judgment award, maintain a
quality of life, and still remain eligible
for public benefits such as Supplemen-
tal Security Income and Medicaid. Call:

John A. D'Onofrio, Attorney
500 Commerce Drive,

Moon Twp, PA 15108
Office: 412-893-2552.
E-MAIL: jdlawyer@aol.com
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